Breckenridge, CO
FSC Ski Week 
Jan 22 – 29, 2011
Trip Leaders: Amber Brill, Anthony Martinez, Jim Werner



On Jan 22nd, twenty-nine Jacksonville skiers traveled to Breckenridge, Colorado for the Florida Ski Council ski week.  We arrived to clear, sunny skies in Denver, and after retrieving our luggage and ski equipment were informed by our bus driver that there might be a slight delay in our drive to Breckenridge.  Translation:  it’s snowing like crazy in the mountains between Denver and Breckenridge.  Our driver did a great job to deliver us safely and comfortably to Beaver Run Resort as quickly as the conditions allowed.
Beaver Run Resort continues to deliver excellent accommodations for our ski club.  The condos are large and the resort was the center of all the ski council activities.  Within the resort are great restaurants, après ski and nightlife lounges, heated pools and hot tubs, and it is walking distance to downtown Breckenridge.  The “Beaver Retriever” shuttle was always available to take us to town or pick us up and bring us home.  Beaver Run is truly ski in–ski out to Peak 9 and the entire Breckenridge Ski Resort.
Due to the delayed arrival on Saturday our welcome-pizza party was held Sunday evening.  After a day of skiing, Pizza and NFL playoff games, what a great combination.  We discovered that there are a few Steelers fans among us that take their team very serious.
The heavy snow that delayed our Saturday arrival was a blessing for the entire ski week.  Skiing conditions were the best that most of us have ever experienced. The snow grooming staff served up fresh helpings of Colorado Corduroy every morning for us.
The week was a busy one for everyone.  Monday evening was the FSC welcome dinner party with the 15 Florida Ski Clubs.   The Colorado Ballroom had ample room for all the clubs, and the buffet was unending.
Tuesday morning was the Florida Cup NASTAR Race competition.  Jacksonville Ski Club did very well coming in second overall of all the clubs.  Three of our skiers were each the fastest in their age groups and Craig Smith was also the fastest skier of the more than 125 racers who competed in the race.
While we were at Breckenridge the annual snow sculpting competition was held downtown.  Each of the international teams started on Wednesday with a 12-foot cube of packed snow.  They had until noon on Saturday to layout and complete their artwork.  It was interesting to view the progress of these intricate masterpieces.  We each had our favorites and the Jack London “White Fang” wolf and the “Underwater” sculptures were very popular.
Thursday morning the resort provided “first tracks” for those who were willing to be outside ready to ski by 7:30 am.  Those that did were treated to 1 ½ hours of skiing on freshly groomed runs and no lift lines until the area opened at 9:00.  We made more runs in that short time than many skiers make in an entire day.  Thursday evening was the FSC theme party and dinner dance.  Many of our members wore very creative Hollywood themed costumes.  Spock won the contest for best male costume.  He bears an eerie resemblance one of our trip leaders.
After our last day of skiing on Friday we had a final dinner together at Spencer’s at Beaver Run.  Dinner was excellent and the company even better.  None of us wanted to finish packing to prepare for our trip back to Jacksonville.
Once again our hosts at Breckenridge Ski Resort and Beaver Run delivered a wonderful ski week.  We all left with many new friends and memories of a wonderful ski vacation.
